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INTRODUCTION

SWOT analysis is an acronym for Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. It is the analysis and assessment of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats associated with students' reading, writing, and research skills. The analysis mainly focuses on determining factors that impact the reasoning behind students' thinking and writing, ultimately allowing room for improvement in areas that prove to be weaker.

Experience in reading, writing, and research.
Reading has never been an issue to me. Being a literature enthusiast, I love to read for pleasure. I have read several novels over the years ranging from fictional works; self-improvement works and the occasional romance work. Reading has never been something I struggle with, even in an academic setting whereby to enhance my focus, I tend to shut off the world completely to cover more content. Nevertheless, it is safe to say that I have struggled with research in the past whereby I need to go through different material from different sources, which is tedious. With research, it takes a good amount of effort on my part to combine content from different sources, especially if the area of research is something that I have little to no interest in. When it comes to writing, I would say my challenge would be expression. It is easier to express thoughts verbally than it is to do so on paper.

Current strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats in writing, reading, and research skills

When it comes to reading, research, and writing, one of my strengths is reading itself. I do not tend to shy away from reading a book, and it takes a good amount of concentration, correct intentions, and focus on reading through whatever material I need to read. It also helps me have great memory retention and seldomly forget works of theory that I intentionally read through. 
One of my weaknesses is that when I write, I have to think about how to word my sentences seriously. This often tends to fail me as my mind wanders and I think of many things simultaneously. I never have considered myself a strong writer since I have so many thoughts, and framing them into short acceptable sentences can often be hard for me, especially when I know that my work will be critiqued. Sometimes, I recognize the ability to be hard on myself since most papers I write tend to be good pieces of work. As an individual i have a strong approach to writing an essay, but I don't feel too confident when it comes to writing.
Lack of motivation can also be a weakness for me when it comes to researching and fetching material from different sources, especially since to deliver good academic papers, one has to be motivated to go through the tedious process that requires a lot of patience and time. Lack of Self-discipline, whereby it is needed to set apart time to make practical studies and present the knowledge in writing, is a challenge for me.
Opportunities when it comes to reading, writing, and research mostly depend on different individuals. For me, I find it necessary to proofread the written document after finishing to ensure that I catch all the errors made while writing – that is, both grammatical and spelling. Getting help from tutors and practicing spelling would go a long way to improve my writing efficiency.
When it comes to threats in reading, writing, and research, I would personally say that the greatest threat of all is deadlines. Deadlines tend to impose a time pressure that is quite frustrating to navigate, especially with poor time management skills.

Current understanding of metacognitive (thinking) skills.

Metacognition is used to describe an individual’s ability to regulate their thinking and learning. It consists of the self-assessment skills: planning, monitoring, and evaluating. These skills have been proven to reduce self-assessment errors, such as hindsight bias, among individuals. In layman’s terms, Metacognition is thinking about one’s thinking. Metacognitive practices increase people's ability to transfer or adapt their learning to new contexts, such as research and other tasks. The practices help students recognize their strengths and weaknesses as learners, writers, readers.  A key element is becoming aware of the limit of one’s knowledge or ability and then finding a way to expand that knowledge or extend the ability. 
The detailed SWOT analysis will hence effectively offer hindsight to the areas that I need to improve on as a student. This will offer good chances to stand out in my reading, writing, and also research skills enhancing my career further.



